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QuickTimeÊ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this p icture.



What can we get from Computers? 

Å Photographs 

Å Video 

Å Internet History 

Å Documents 

Å Chat 

Å Audio 

Å E-mail 

ÅMuch Moreé.. 



What can we get from Cell Phones? 

Å Everything a computer has 

Å Plus: 

ïText Messages 

ï Instant Messages 

ïVoicemail 

ïGPS 

ïEven when Deleted! 



Prosecutor perceptions 

ñ[P]rosecutors are reluctant to bring to court cases 

that rely primarily on a young childôs eyewitness 

testimony, presumably because of burden-of-proof 

problems and a suspicion that jurors have negative 

stereotypes about childrenôs memoriesò S.J. Ceci, 

D.F. Ross, M.P. Toglia, EDS Perspectives on 

Childrenôs Testimony 101 (1989) 



forensic interviews under 
attack 

Research reflects high 

profile cases 

Research is given 

great weight by some 

courts 

Ceci, Bruck, London, 

Okla, et al 



Studies and Stuff 

Sam Stone Study 

Mousetrap Study 

ñI Hardly Cried When I Got My Shotò 

Jack OôMack Study 

False Touches Study 



Studies and Stuff 

Average age of victims is 10 years old 

Most interviews occur soon after disclosure 

Interviewers use non-suggestive techniques 

Real World:  Children interviewed after they reveal abuse 

Research World:  Children interviewed repeatedly after 

they deny an event 

Research and the Real World 



Search for corroboration 

Often, victim is the only witness to the crime 

Sexual and physical abuse usually occurs in private 

Disclosure 

No physical or scientific evidence 



Old school ways to find 
corroboration 

Search warrants 

Crime Scene 

Witness interviews 

Suspect interview 

Medical records 

School records 

Victim/Forensic 

Interview 



New school Ways of Finding 
Corroboration 

Computers 

PDAs 

Internet 

Social Websites 

Cell Phones 

Chat Rooms 







Juror prospectives 

Over 50% of jurors believe children easily 

manipulated into making false reports. 

More than 1/3 believe the typical reaction of a ñreal 

victimò would include resistance, crying for help, or 

Many jurors think abuse occurs primarily outside the 

home. 

Many jurors expected ñrealò abuse cases to produce 

medical injuries. 

Morrison & Greene, Juror & Expert Knowledge of Child Sexual Abuse, 16 Child Abuse & Neglect 595 (1992) 



JURORS PERCEPTIONS ON 
CHILD CREDIBILITY 

Regan and Baker, The Impact of Child Witness Demeanor 

on Perceived Credibility and Trial Outcome in Sexual 

Abuse Cases Journal of 13 Family Violence 2, 1998  

81% -- Crying 

67% -- Fear 

43% -- Confusion 

30% -- Anger 



JURORS PERCEPTIONS ON 
CHILD CREDIBILITY 

Quas, Thompon and Clarke-Stewart, Do Jurors 

ñKnow What Isnôt So about Child Witnesses?, 29 Law 

and Human Behavior 4 (2005) 

71% believe that children are sometimes led by 

an adult into reporting that they have been 

sexually abused when they have not 

70% believe that most children can be 

manipulated into making a false claim about 

sexual abuse 



57% believed that a physical examination will almost 

always show whether or not a a child has been 

sexually abused 

51% believed that children who have been sexually 

abused will not deny it if asked by a trusted adult 



CSI Effect 

Shelton, Kim and Barak A Study of Juror 

Expectations and Demands Concerning Evidence: 

Does the ñCSI Effectò Exist?, 9 Vanderbilt J. of 

Entertainment and Tech. Law 2 (2006)   

46% expected to see some kind of scientific 

evidence in every criminal case 

22% expected DNA in every criminal case 

73.4% expected DNA and Scientific evidence in 

every sexual assault case 



Juror perceptions of 
Technological evidence 

According to a 2002 review of studies regarding juror 

perceptions of technological evidence, ñ[jurors] not 

familiar with the subject matter being presented (as in 

a jury trial) are more likely to view computer 

presented information as more credibleò. 

Wachter,  Case for Animation: A Study of the Use of Forensic Multimedia in the 

Courtroom, Nova Southeastern University, 2002.   



Technology in Forensic 
Interview 

Developing 

Rapport 

Free Narrative-

Disclosure  

Safety Plan 



Rapport 

Best phase to explore the general issues of lifestyle, 

habit, Internet & computer usage, etc., as well 

As childôs language/developmental phase 

Childôs understanding of technology: computer vs. 

laptop,  whatôs a picture? 

Give child a chance to teach 



Abuse scenario/Narrative 

Where he/she was with offender: 

-whatôs in those rooms 

-TV / stereo systems 

-computer / laptop / iPad/ ereaders / game units, 
routers, webcams 

CDs, DVDs, videos, other possible storage devices 

Storage area and areas around computer 

Did he give any gifts? (webcams, prepaid phones) 



Abuse scenario / Narrative 

Did offender ever take child 

anywhere? 

-how did they travel? 

-on street cameras? 

-GPS in car? 

-computer in car? 

-TV in car? 

-OnStar? 

-toll roads, passes?  



Abuse scenario / Narrative 

Does child have any photos of offender, offenderôs 

home, car, etc. (pix on cell?) 

-how did he/she get photo  

-who gave it to her/him 

Photos of them together or with others?  



Abuse scenario / Narrative 

Tell me about the picture? All about the picture. 

Did anyone take a picture with a camera? 

A phone? 

Something else?  Consider the possibility of 

surreptitious taping via webcam or nanny cam. 



Abuse scenario / Narrative 

Did he ever show you pictures? Tell me all about 

those pictures. 

Did you ever look at his computer? Laptop? Tell me 

about what you looked at. 

Did you ever look at pictures on a cell phone? 



Abuse scenario / Narrative 

How did offender communicate with child? 

-Phone (cell, landline, get #ôs, music, ringtones; 

files exchanged) 

-email (names, service providers, Facebook, other 
sites) 

-chat rooms (names, times of communication) 

-exchange of chats, photos, other gifts or 
identifying info discussed (retained?) 

-what did they talk about??? (can go to 
intent/knowledge) 



Abuse Scenario/Narrative 

Who has the info? 

1.  The child 

2.  The offender 

3.  Others known to either child or offender 



Abuse scenario/Narrative 

Talking to child about who has info: 

-who else knows 

-how do you know 

-did HE tell you? 

-did you see someone else 

-did someone else talk to you about it   



Safety Plan 

Ideas???? 

What do you want to focus on? 



Technology??? 

What is goal of use? 



How Can Technology Corroborate 
Disclosure? 





Old School 





What is Digital Evidence? 



U.S. v Kramer 

ÅñEighth Circuit Court of Appeals held that a Motorola 

Motorazr V3 fits the federal statutory definition for a 

computeròï engadget 

No. 10-1983, 2011 WL 383710 (8th Cir. Feb. 8, 2011) 



Where is Crime Scene? 





Where is the Crime Scene: 


