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Is sexting widespread among youth? 

Are young people  

ÁCompromising futures with images that 
could be permanently available online? 

ÁBeing charged with serious sex crimes and 
placed on lifelong sex offender registries for 
impulsive teenage indiscretions? 

ÁProviding images to the online child 
pornography trade? 

 



What is sexting? 
 

What youth tell us about the prevalence and 
characteristics of sexting incidents 
 

Varieties of sexting: A typology for thinking about 
how to respond 
 

How have police responded? 
 

Recommendations for law enforcement, education 
& prevention 

 

 

 

 



3rd Youth Internet Safety Survey  

Á Telephone interviews with a national sample of 
1,560 youth ages 10 to 17 

ÁParental permission 

ÁCare taken to preserve privacy 

3rd National Juvenile Online Victimization Study 

ÁNational sample of >2,700 LE agencies 

Á Sexting cases handled by police in 2008 & 2009 

ÁMail surveys asking if agencies had relevant cases, 
followed by detailed telephone interviews about 
individual cases 





Sexual images 

ÁCreated by minors (age 17 or younger)  

ÁDepicting self or other minors 

Á Are or could be child pornography under 
applicable criminal statutes 

ÁIncludes creation, distribution or possession 

ÁTechnology-facilitated (cell phone, webcam, digital 
camera, etc.) 

Á!ÌÓÏ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÙÏÕÔÈ-produced sexual images" 



&ÅÄÅÒÁÌ ÌÁ× ÄÅÆÉÎÅÓ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÐÏÒÎÏÇÒÁÐÈÙ ÁÓ ȰÖÉÓÕÁÌ 
ÄÅÐÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÅØÕÁÌÌÙ ÅØÐÌÉÃÉÔ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔȱ 

Á Sexual acts (e.g., oral sex, masturbation) 

ÁȰ,ÁÓÃÉÖÉÏÕÓ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÉÔÁÌÓȱ 

ÁChild 17 or younger 

 

ÁMany states follow the federal statute but some 
states differ 

 

 

 





Á 20% -- Sex and Tech Survey, ages 13-19, nude 
or semi-nude pictures 

Á10% -- AP-MTV Digital Abuse Study, ages 14-
24, sexually suggestive or explicit pics 

Á9% -- Cox Communications, ages 13-18, nude 
or nearly nude photos 

Á8% -- Hinduja & Patchin, ages 11-18, random 
sample, 1 large school district, naked or semi-
naked 

Á 2% -- Pew Internet & American Life Project, ages  12-
17, national sample, sexually suggestive nude or 
nearly nude  
 



Estimates vary based on  

Á Ages of youth 
interviewed 

Á Whether sample is 
representative of 
youth overall 

Á How sexting is defined 

 



 

We asked youth (10-ΧέɊ ÁÂÏÕÔ Ȱnude or nearly 
pictures or videosȢȱ  )Î ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅÙȣ 

Á Taken such pictures of themselves? 

ÁOf other kids under 18? 

Á Appeared in a picture taken by another youth? 

ÁReceived such pictures? 

Á Forwarded or posted pictures that someone else 
took? 
 

 



2.5% of youth (10-17) had appeared in or created 

a nude or nearly nude image in the past year 

ÁWe asked them whether the pictures were 
sexually explicit  

ÁȰ$ÉÄ ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÓÈÏ× ÂÒÅÁÓÔÓȟ ÇÅÎÉÔÁÌÓȟ ÏÒ 
ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȭÓ ÂÏÔÔÏÍȩȱ 

Á Then we asked additional details, for both 
explicit and non-explicit images, to capture 
what was pictured 



Á2.5% of youth 

appeared in or created 
a nude or nearly nude 
image in the past year 

 

Á1.3% appeared in or 

created a sexually 
explicit image 

 
Respondent appeared 

in or created image  

(2.5%) 

Sexually explicit 

Yes 

(1.3%) 

No  

(1.2%) 



Á I was just dating a boy and he wanted a picture and I 
just sent him my picture. 

 

Á Well, I did not have a boyfriend at this time, and I 
was curious as to what my body would look like to 
ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ȣȟ ÓÏ ) ÔÏÏË ÓÏÍÅ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ. 

 

Á I ×ÁÓ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÄÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÁÔ ÍÙ ÂÏÙÆÒÉÅÎÄȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÁÎÄ 
this girl was there and she took a pic of me and sent 
it to someone and it got around the school, and 
after a month it went away. 

 

Á We were just messing around and being guys.  It 
wasn't anything sexual. 

 



 

7.1% of youth (10-17) had received a nude or 

nearly nude image in the past year 

 

ÁWe also asked them whether the pictures were 
sexually explicit and we gathered details, for 
both explicit and non-explicit images, to capture 
what happened in these incidents 



Á7.1% of youth 

received a nude or 
nearly nude image in 
the past year 

 

Á5.9% received a 

sexually explicit image 

 
Respondent received 

 image  

(7.1%) 

Sexually explicit 

Yes 

(5.9%) 

No  

(1.2%) 



Á Someone sent me a picture of my boyfriend and another 
girl, and he's no longer my boyfriend. 

 

Á [I was] sitting in room and playing guitar. Got text message. 
Opened it. It showed pictures of breasts, vagina. I 
immediately erased it. 

 

Á This boy had 4 pictures of a naked girl - he was showing 
everybody in the classroom. 

 

Á In girls locker room and some girl asked if anyone wanted to 
see a pic of her and her boyfriend and we thought it would 
be them hanging out but they were in bed together. 

 



% who appeared in or created sexually explicit 
images 

ÁAge 10 to 12, none 

ÁAge 13 to 15, 1% 

ÁAge 16 or 17, 3% 
 

About half of incidents involved existing 
romances 

 



Of the youth who appeared in or created images 
(n=39) 

Á31% said the incident involved an aggravating 
feature ɀ mostly influence of alcohol/drugs, but also 
threats, trickery, pictures taken secretly, 
inducements like money or gifts 

ÁImages were distributed in 10% of incidents 

Á28% of incidents were disclosed to an authority  

 

Á21% were very or extremely upset, embarrassed or 
afraid due to the incident 

 



Of the youth who received images (n=110) 

Á15% said the incident involved an aggravating 
feature ɀinfluence of alcohol/drugs, trickery, pictures 
taken secretly 

Á3% distributed images they received 

Á28% of incidents were disclosed to an authority  

 

Á25% were very or extremely upset, embarrassed or 
afraid due to the incident 

 



 

Of the youth who appeared in or created a sexually 
explicit image (n=39) 

Á 41% said it happened once 

Á 23% said twice 

Á 36% said 3 or more times 



Sexual images, whether or not explicit 

ÁOlder teens (16, 17) 

Á Frequent, intense Internet and cell phone use 

ÁOnline sexual behavior (talking about sex, 
soliciting others, being solicited, downloading 
pornography) 

ÁOnline harassment 

ÁHistory of physical or sexual abuse, parent/child 
conflict, depression, substance use, delinquency 

ÁDating, sexually active 



 

ÁYouth appearing in or taking sexually explicit 
images reported greater rates of 

ÁSexual behavior, both on- and offline 

ÁSexual victimization 



Adolescence ɀ Growing sexual curiosity, 
knowledge and experience 

Mid-adolescence ɀ most have had romantic 
partners, preoccupied with romantic concerns 

Median age for sexual intercourse is 17 

ÁAbout 1/3 of kids earlier 

Early sexual activity related to sexual, 
psychological  and other problems  

ÁPoor judgment, lack of emotional control, poor 
performance in school 



Sexting is not a normative adolescent behavior 

ÁMost teens have not appeared in or created ɀ or 
even received ɀ  sexual images that meet legal 
definitions of child pornography. 

ÁHowever ɀ even a small percentage can be a lot of 
kids 

Á Sexting may not be a dramatic change in youth 
risk-taking or sexual behavior, but may make 
some of that behavior more visible  

 



Á Youth said that 28% were disclosed to some 
authority, including a parent 

 

Á Incidents that come to police attention likely are 
different and more serious than incidents in the 
general youth population 



A national sample of more than 2,700 law 
enforcement agencies 

Á Local, state & federal 

Á Mail surveys asking if agencies had relevant cases, 
followed by 

Á Detailed telephone interviews with investigators 
about individual cases 

 

 
 

28 



The mail survey asked, 

 Ȱ$ÕÒÉÎÇ 2008 or 2009, did your agency handle 
any cases that involved sexual images  created 
by minors (age 17 or younger) AND these 
images were or could have been child 
pornography under the statutes of your 
jurisdiction?  Please include: 
ÁCases where minors took pictures of themselves OR 
ÏÔÈÅÒ ÍÉÎÏÒÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ȬÓÅØÔÉÎÇȭ 

ÁSuch cases that may have been crimes, but were not 
prosecuted for various reasons 

Á#ÁÓÅÓ ÈÁÎÄÌÅÄ ÁÓ ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅ ÏÆÆÅÎÓÅÓȱ 

 



Sexual images 

ÁCreated by minors (age 17 or younger)  

ÁDepicting self or other minors 

Á Are or could be child pornography under 
applicable criminal statutes 

Á!ÌÓÏ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÙÏÕÔÈ-ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÓÅØÕÁÌ ÉÍÁÇÅÓȰ 

 

Á Full range of incidents known to law 
enforcement 



 

ÁHow many sexting cases did police handle? 

Á Varieties of sexting 

Á Are pictures entering the child pornography 
trade? 

Á Are sexting teens being treated like child 
pornographers? 

 

 

 

 



ÁAn estimated 3,478 cases 
ÁHandled by federal, state and local agencies in 2008 

& 2009 

Á Youth only were involved in two-thirds of cases   

ÁYouth-only:  2240 cases (estimated) 

Á Adults were involved in about one-third of cases   

ÁAdult offenders & minors who sent pictures to adults 

ÁAdults involved:  1,238 cases (estimated)  
 

 

 

Based on preliminary data 



YOUTH-PRODUCED 
SEXUAL IMAGES 

AGGRAVATED 

67% 

 

ADULT INVOLVED  

36% 

 

YOUTH ONLY 

 31% 

INTENT TO 
HARM  

12% 

RECKLESS 

 MISUSE 

 19% 

EXPERIMENTAL  

33% 

ROMANTIC 10% 
SEXUAL ATTENTION 

SEEKING 

 19% 

OTHER 

 4% 



ÁMost adult suspects developed relationships 
with and seduced underage teens 

ÁFace-to-face relationships (family friends, relatives, 
community members)  

ÁOffenders who met victims online 

ÁMost suspects solicited images from victims 

Á Some youth pursued adults and lied about their 
ages 

Á Some adults were still teens and high school 
students (18 & 19 year-olds) 

 

 



ÁMost adult suspects developed relationships 
with and seduced underage teens 

ÁFace-to-face relationships (family friends, relatives, 
community members)  

ÁOffenders who met victims online 

ÁMost suspects solicited images from victims 

Á Some youth pursued adults and lied about their 
ages 

Á Some adults were still teens and high school 
students (18 & 19 year-olds) 

 

 



ÁThe victim was 14.  Her parents found nude 
pictures of her on her computer.  She admitted 
sending the pictures to a 37 year old man she met 
online. He was communicating with numerous 
adolescent girls. Police were able to identify 8 or 9 
victims ages 12 to 16 that had sent him sexual 
images. The offender targeted vulnerable girls who 
ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÅÌÆ ÉÍÁÇÅȠ ÍÁÎÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÏÖÅÒȤ×ÅÉÇÈÔ 
or had skin problems. Victims told police that he 
ȰÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÆÅÅÌ ÇÏÏÄȢȱ (Å ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÍÅÅÔ ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ 
victims face-to-face. He had a large CP collection 
on his computer.   



Á The offender, 32, created a fictitious modeling 
agency. Using a social networking site, he solicited 
girls, ages 11 through 17, to pose nude. He sent 
them adult and child pornography to show them 
poses, and he paid for the pictures girls sent him. 
He was discovered when a youth overheard one of 
the victims bragging about the money she made 
and told a parent, who called the police. 

Á The offender, 38, seduced and sexually abused his 
step-niece, 14.  They created and exchanged 
ÎÕÍÅÒÏÕÓ ÓÅØÕÁÌ ÉÍÁÇÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÆÏÕÎÄ 
out and reported the offender. 



Á A 12 year old girl took sexual pictures of herself, 
some very graphic, and sent them to a 22 year 
old male she had been talking to on a social 
networking site. The girl claimed to be 19 and 
aggressively pursued the young man. Because 
of this, the police wanted to bring charges 
against her, but the prosecutor refused. 



Á! ΧάȤÙÅÁÒȤÏÌÄ ÇÉÒÌ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ )ÎÔÅÒÎÅÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÎÄ 
sexually explicit photos of herself to numerous 
men and solicit them for sex. She was using a 
stolen computer because her parents had taken 
her computer away from her. The police talked 
to two of the men involved but did not charge 
them because the girl had portrayed herself as 
Χή ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÖÅÒÙ ÍÁÔÕÒÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÇÉÒÌȭÓ 
father had asked for help in controlling her 
behavior with men on several occasions. Her 
case was handled in juvenile court and she was 
mandated to mental health counseling. 





YOUTH-PRODUCED 
SEXUAL IMAGES 

AGGRAVATED 

67% 

 

ADULT INVOLVED  

36% 

 

YOUTH ONLY 

 31% 

INTENT TO 
HARM  

12% 

RECKLESS 

 MISUSE 

 19% 

EXPERIMENTAL  

33% 

ROMANTIC 10% 
SEXUAL ATTENTION 

SEEKING 

 19% 

OTHER 

 4% 



Á Intent to harm 

ÁSexual abuse or exploitation by minors 

ÁMalice (e.g., break-ups, jealousy, fights, bullying) 

ÁDeception, blackmail 

ÁReckless misuse 

ÁPicture taken or distributed without the knowledge 
or willing participation of a pictured youth, but no 
apparent intent to harm  



Á A girl, 13, sent a topless photo of herself to her 
boyfriend, who was 14. When they broke up, the 
boy sent the photo to numerous teens via cell 
phone and many recipients forwarded the 
image to others. The police found out when one 
recipient told a parent. By then over 200 
students had received the picture. The police 
seized over 150 cell phones from students. The 
police and prosecutor did not charge any of the 
parties to the incident because so many youth 
×ÅÒÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÌÉÃÅ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ȰÍÁÒË 
ËÉÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÌÉÆÅȱȢ 



Á Two high school girls (A & B) got mad at each 
other.  They had been friends and had access to 
nude photos of each other. A showed a nude 
photo of B to another girl. B thought the photo 
had been shown to many people.  To get even, 
ÓÈÅ ÓÅÎÔ Á ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ !ȭÓ ÂÒÅÁÓÔÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÂÏÙÓȢ  
3ÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÄÁÙÓ ÌÁÔÅÒȟ ÂÏÔÈ ÇÉÒÌÓ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌȭÓ 
office, crying and upset.  They felt bad about 
what they had done.  



Á The parents of a 16 year old contacted police 
because a boy was extorting their daughter. The 
victim said she had accidentally uploaded a 
nude picture of herself to a social networking 
site. When she realized this she deleted the 
image, but a boy from her school had already 
downloaded it. He threatened to distribute it if 
she did not send him more nude pictures. When 
the girl refused, the boy sent the picture to 
about 100 people.  The boy, who was a straight 
A student, was charged with a felony.  He 
pleaded guilty and was put on probation. 



Á Two girls, 15 & 16, had been friends but had a falling 
out. The 15 year old created a fake online profile of 
a boy who appeared to be interested in the 16 year 
old. The fake boy asked for a naked picture of the 16 
year old, which she sent. The 15 year old distributed 
ÔÈÉÓ ÉÍÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȟ ÅÖÅÎÔÕÁÌÌÙ ΫΦȤΧΦΦ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
youth saw it. The victim and her mother went to the 
School Resource Officer, who investigated and 
found the source of the picture. The 15 year old girls 
was arrested and charged originally with felony 
distribution of child pornography, but pleaded 
guilty to a misdemeanor with community service 
and counseling. 



Á A 13 year old girl took sexual pictures of her 3 
younger sisters (ages 5 to 8) and touched them 
sexually. Police determined that she had been 
molested by her step-father. CPS had been 
involved with the family for some time. The girl 
was removed from the home; CPS was taking 
steps to remove her younger sisters also.  



Á At a party where there was heavy drinking, 3 
boys in the shallow end of a pool pulled down 
their swim trunks and had a "swordfight". A girl, 
17, filmed this and sent the video via cell phone 
to 6 other people. The 3 boys did not know she 
had taken the video or sent it. The girl was 
charged in juvenile court.   

 



Á A boy, 16, who had been bullied in school and 
ÔÅÁÓÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÉÓ ȰÍÁÌÅ ÁÎÁÔÏÍÙȱ ÔÏÏË Á ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ 
of his penis and sent it a female classmate. The 
classmate, in turn, but without permission, sent 
it to four other girls. The incident was disclosed 
×ÈÅÎ Á ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÃÏÎÆÉÓÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÙȭÓ ÃÅÌÌ ÐÈÏÎÅ 
and found he was using the picture as a 
screensaver on his phone. Police investigated 
and deleted the images. No one was charged. 



Á A girl, 15, sent a picture of herself standing in 
front of a mirror with her shirt off to her 
boyfriend, also 15. A teacher confiscated his 
phone when she saw him showing the picture to 
some boys in the school cafeteria. The case was 
referred to police, but the prosecutor 
determined the image did not constitute child 
pornography.   

 



YOUTH-PRODUCED 
SEXUAL IMAGES 

AGGRAVATED 

67% 

 

ADULT INVOLVED  

36% 

 

YOUTH ONLY 

 31% 

INTENT TO 
HARM  

12% 

RECKLESS 

 MISUSE 

 19% 

EXPERIMENTAL  

33% 

ROMANTIC 10% 
SEXUAL ATTENTION 

SEEKING 

 19% 

OTHER 

 4% 



EXPERIMENTAL CASES 

ÁRomantic/sexual 

ÁExisting relationship 

Á Sexual attention seeking 

ÁTo interest someone in a relationship 

ÁOther 

ÁNo apparent sexual motive 

 



Á Parents called the police when they discovered 
their son, 16, had received a video of a 17 year 
old boy masturbating. Their son was gay and in 
a relationship with the other boy. His parents 
were upset about his sexual orientation. The 17-
year-old was put on probation and required to 
write an essay about his crime.     

 



Á A 13 year old girl received a picture of a penis on 
her cell phone. Police traced it to a 16 year old 
boy. He meant to send it to his girlfriend, whose 
telephone number was one digit off. The boy 
was embarrassed and apologetic. He had never 
taken such a picture before; neither had his 
girlfriend. The 13 year old girl was not upset by 
the incident, and her parents did not want to 
press charges after they heard what had 
happened. 



Á A 14 year old boy and a 12 year old girl who were 
boyfriend/ girlfriend for a couple of weeks sent 
sexual pictures and videos to one another, 
including pictures showing masturbation. The 
ÇÉÒÌȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÙ ÏÎ 
ÈÅÒ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒȭÓ ÃÅÌÌ ÐÈÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÌÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 
Resource Officer that she wanted the boy 
prosecuted to the full extent of the law. When 
she found out that her daughter had sent 
images, too, she wanted the girl prosecuted as 
well. Both went to juvenile court and were 
assigned 20 hours of community service. 



Á A father checked his 13-year-ÏÌÄ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒȭÓ ÃÅÌÌ 
phone and found that a boy, 14, had sent her a 
picture of his penis. The father contacted the 
school and the SRO interviewed the boy and 
girl. They were friends and had been texting late 
ÁÔ ÎÉÇÈÔȢ (Å ÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ȰÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÎÏ×ÈÅÒÅȢȱ 
The girl was not particularly offended. The boy 
told the police he did it to be funny, but the 
p0lice believed he had feelings for the girl. The 
parents had spoken with each other about what 
had happened and were very cooperative.  



Á!Î ȬÕÎÐÏÐÕÌÁÒȭ ÇÉÒÌȟ ΧΫȟ ÈÁÄ Á ÃÒÕÓÈ ÏÎ Á 
classmate. She sent him videos of herself doing 
a striptease and playing with her breasts. He 
talked about these in school. The girl was 
taunted and cyber-bullied as a result. There was 
no evidence the videos were sent to others or 
posted. The police talked to the teens and their 
parents. The girl received counseling.  No one 
was arrested.   



Á A girl, 15, sent unsolicited naked pictures of 
herself  to 3 different boys in her school using 
her cell phone.  Then she and a friend went to 
the school resource officer because they were 
concerned the images would be sent around the 
school.  However, none of the pictures were ever 
found and the case was dropped. 



Á A girl, 17, posted nude pictures of herself on a 
social networking site. The website identified 
the images as possible child pornography, 
removed them and reported the incident to the 
National Center for Missing & Exploited 
Children, which forwarded the report to the 
local police department. The police talked with 
the girl, but she was not charged. 



Á An 11 year old girl used her cell phone to take 
pictures of her breasts. Her grandparents 
discovered the images, did not realize it was 
their granddaughter and brought the phone to 
the police. The girl, when interviewed, admitted 
she took the pictures of herself but said she had 
not sent them to anyone, and there was no 
evidence otherwise. 



In addition to type of case, consider:  

1) the ages of the minors involved and the 
developmental appropriateness of their actions, 

2) their backgrounds, including factors such as 
history of sexual abuse and prior involvement 
with the criminal justice system,  

3) whether there was a sexual or social relationship 
that was coercive,  

4) the nature of the images, and  

5) the extent of any dissemination that occurred  



Of all cases handled in 2008 & 2009 

ÁAbout 15% -- no distribution 

ÁAbout 70% -- images were sent, not posted 
ÁIn most cases, a minor took and distributed pictures of 

him or herself 

ÁAbout 15% -- images were posted online 

ÁImages were forwarded by a recipient in 
about 20% of cases 

ÁAbout 2/3 of cases involved cell phones only 
 

 

 



Arrests in  

Á 62% of adult cases 

Á 36% of aggravated youth-only cases 

Á 15% of experimental cases 



In 2% of youth-only cases, investigators said it was 
likely that minors would be required to register 
as sex offenders.  These cases involved: 

Á Intent to hurt 

ÁMinors who sexually abused and photographed 
younger children 

ÁSexting that involved blackmail, threats of violence, 
deception 

Á Juvenile offender with serious criminal history 
(one case) 

 

 



ÁMany cases involve adult offenders  

Á Among youth-only cases, some involve serious 
sexual crimes, even without sexting 

Á Some have abusive and exploitive dimensions 

Á Some seem relatively minor 

 

Á Permanent circulation on the Internet and images being 
traded as CP were unlikely in most cases 

 

 

 





 

We need thoughtful responses ɀ not shock & horror. 


