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Å On June 8, 1996, 5-year old Elena Yáñez 

was raped and murdered by a 33-year 

old man. In 1998, against all expectations, 

the Appellate Court of Concepción reduced 

the sentence the rapist had received from 

the trial court.  

 

Å The defenselessness of this low-income 

family in its dealings with the judicial system 

hit Chilean businessman Andrónico Luksic 

hard, who, in an effort to ensure justice, 

brought together a team of experienced 

attorneys to represent the Yáñez family free 

of charge. 

 

  

 

 

History of the Foundation 
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ÅFundación Amparo y Justicia was born 

to provides legal, psychological and 

social welfare assistance to families 

who have lost a child as a result of 

sexual abuse. The Foundation also 

works to minimize the secondary 

victimization of sexually abused 

children. 

 

ÅSince 1998, Fundación Amparo y 

Justicia has provided support to 32 

families and stands as the only NGO 

specializing in this type of case that 

provides comprehensive, coordinated 

legal, social and psychological care.  

History of the Foundation 
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Andrónico Luksic 



ÅTo provide support to families whose underage 
children have been killed while victims of sex 
crimes; to provide legal assistance with a view 
toward ensuring the assailants receive the stiffest 
sentence possible; to represent families at all 
stages of the judicial process; to provide 
psychological  and social support to mitigate the 
devastating effect these crimes have on families. 

Provide 

Comprehensive 
Care 

ÅTo contribute to public policy debate on sex 
crimes affecting boys, girls and adolescents, both 
to prevent these types of crimes and to reduce 
the secondary victimization that child victims of 
sex crimes confront during legal proceedings.  

Minimize 
Secondary 

Victimization 

Mission 
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The Victims 
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Guarantee 

Courts 

Oral Trial Courts 

Private  

Complainants 

Criminal Procedure in Chile 
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Defense 

Attorneys 
(Private and Public 

Defenders)  

Defend 

Judge 

Prosecutorôs 

Office 

Investigate 

 and Charge 



The victim, his or her legal 
representative may file a 
private criminal complaint 
before the Guarantee 
Judge at any time while 
the investigation is 
underway or open. 
 
Fundación Amparo y 
Justicia acts in this 
capacity to represent the 
families legally. 

Private Complainants 
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Ramón Suárez, attorney 

and Foundation President 

and Alejandro Espinoza, 

attorney and Member of 

the Board. 
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Alto Hospicio Case 

1998 - 2001 



    Cases of Child Sexual Abuse Resulting in Death in Chile   

1996- 2011 
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Alto Hospicio, 1998 (1) , 

1999 (3), 2000 (8), 2001 (2) 

(Single perpetrator) 

Pozo al Monte, 2003 

Arica, 2002 

Freirina, 2011 

Alto del Carmen, 2011 

Valparaíso, 1998 y 2009 

Concepción, 1996 

Coelemu, 1998 

Charrúa, 1999 

San Pedro de la Paz, 2000 

Lirquén, 2002 

Tomé, 2004 

Pinto, 2007 

Hualañé, 1998 

Parral, 2000 

San Javier, 2009 (2) 

San Clemente, 2010 

Santiago, 2005 y 2009 

Valdivia, 2008 (2)  y 2011 

Osorno, 2008 

Aysén, 2009 

Santa Cruz, 1999 

Rancagua, 2000 

Los Casos: Fecha y Ubicación  
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Cases: Date and Location 



Information about Victims 
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Information about Victims 
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Information on the Perpetrators 
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Information on the Crime 
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Repeat Offenders 
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Information on the Perpetrators 
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Information on the Perpetrators 

Although the vast majority of 

people convicted of these 

crimes show some sort of 

personality disorder, such as 

asocial personalities, none 

were deemed unfit to stand 

trial.  
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DISORDERS 
100% 

MENTAL ILLNESS 



Results: Legal Intervention 

18 

Video Presentation 



Foundation 

President, 

attorney 

Ramón Suárez, 

visits families 

in Alto 

Hospicio, North 

of Chile 

Our Approach 
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Our Approach 

Legal 

Intervention 

Social 

Intervention 

Psychological 

Intervention 
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Initial Interview 



Initial Interview 

Ÿ First contact between the family and the Foundation. 

 

Ÿ Family is briefly informed about the role of the Foundation 

and its experience in these matters.  

 

Ÿ Family is offered legal representation and psychological and 

social support.  

 

Ÿ Family receives general information on the next steps in the 

criminal process  

 

Ÿ If family agrees, legal, psychological and social support 

begin.  

Our Approach 
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Initial Interview 

Ÿ Family is asked to provide background information. 

 

Ÿ The Foundation will provide direct psychological and social 

support or will coordinate efforts in that regard with the 

government services network.  

 

Ÿ The comprehensive legal, psychological and social support 

of the Foundation will be ongoing with a cap at five years.   
 

 

 

 

Our Approach 
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ÅInitial Interview 

ÅLegal representation of the family through private criminal 
complaint.  

ÅSupporting the investigation (requesting specific actions as 
necessary). 

ÅClose of the investigation and filing of private charges.  

ÅTrial Preparation 

ÅTrial 

ÅAppellate Filings 

ÅSentence compliance tracking 

Legal Intervention 
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Psychological and Social Intervention 

 

Verónica Reich, Psychologist  

and Board Member, visiting a family 
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32 victims 183 members of 

victimsô families 

Beneficiaries 



Information on the Families 

Ą Blended: composed of 

a couple and the son or 

daughter of one of the 

partners from a 

previous relationship.  

 

Ą Two Parent: Both 

father and mother, 

biological or adoptive. 

  

Ą Single parent: Family 

composed of the 

mother and children. 

Mother is the primary 

caretaker. 
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Blended 
36% 

Two Parent 
45% 

Single Parent 
16% 

W/o  
information 

3% 

FAMILY STRUCTURE 
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Information on the Families 



Psychological and Social Intervention 

Psycho-Social Assessment 

Crisis Intervention 

Therapy 

Follow-up 

 

Social Support 
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Other (psychiatry, etc.) 



Psychological and Social Assessment 

ŸFamily Context Level:  Family structure and organization, 

familyôs social characteristics, risk and vulnerability factors. 

 

ŸSpecific Family Context: Initial evaluation of the 

psychological situation of family members: 

 

ÅFactors prior to the crime. 

 

ÅFactors associated with the crime 

 

ÅFactors after the crime 
 

Psychological and Social Intervention 
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Crisis Intervention 

1. Emotional containment and Fostering ties with the 

Foundation to ensure the family perceives us as a stable 

connection.  

2. Prevention of risky behavior. 

3. Connect the family with institutional and primary-care 

networks. 

4. Monitoring medication. 

5. Provide periodic information and Communications 

management. 

6. Duration: Three months. May reactivate in emergency 

situations.  
  

Intervention Psychosocial 
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Psychological and Social Intervention 



1. Information on the grieving process is provided, validating 

emotions and feelings and resolving frequent questions. 

 

2. Evaluation of need for psychiatric support and/or 

medication.  

 

3. Initial evaluation is compared with a clinical assessment and 

diagnosis to identify any underlying psychological illness 

unrelated to the crime. 

 

4. Guidance is provided.  
 

 

Therapy  

Psychological and Social Intervention 
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5. Guidance in reorganizing the family. 

 

6. The victimôs brothers and sisters receive care and 

therapy. 

 

7.   Duration: One year and after that follow-up.  
 

Therapy 

Psychological and Social Intervention 
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ŸOnce therapy concludes, the Foundation follows up on the 

families and provides sporadic psychological support. 

 

Ÿ Duration: Need based, capped at 5 years.  
 

Follow-Up Intervention 

Psychological and Social Intervention 
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1. Ongoing assessment of the familyôs social situation. 

 

2. Strengthening protection factors within the family. 

 

3. Encouraging empowerment and the use of the familyôs 

own skills set.  
 

 

Social Intervention 
 

Psychological and Social Intervention 
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4. Linking the family to primary care and institutional 

networks. 

 

5. Highlight strengths and skills of each family member.  

 

6. Providing economic support to surviving family members, 

including support for education and entrepreneurial 

efforts. 

 

7. Duration: Need based, capped at 5 years.  
 

Social Intervention 
 

Psychological and Social Intervention 
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Results: Psychological and Social Intervention 

Psychologist Yasna Guerrero and Patricia Jafré, one of our 

victimôs mother. Most care is provided in the familyôs own home.  
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Results: Psychological and Social Intervention 

Scholarships 

42% No 
Scholarship 

58% 

SUPPORT FOR UNIVERSITY EDUCATION 

Å11 families received scholarships 

Å13 beneficiaries 
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Care 
provided 

82% 

Care not 
provided  

18% 

PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIAL 
INTERVENTION 

  



Psychological and Social Intervention 
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Å As of today, all families have 

received intervention during crises.  

Å Follow-up:  Accompaniment 


