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Overview

Drawings
Body diagrams/human figure drawings
Facilitated/Event Drawings

Anatomical Dolls



@ The National Children’s Advocacy Center

@

Magic Wand Crystal Ball




@ The National Children’s Advocacy Center

Introduction

Media may serve variety of purposes:
Facilitate rapport
Overcome linguistic deficits
Provide non - verbal response option
Provide retrieval cues to assist in further recall

Reduce social and emotional demands of
Interview
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Introduction

Media thought to assist child in providing
more detailed accounts of their
experiences

Consideration must be given:

To what media is used

The timing and manner in which media is
Introduced

Developmental capacities of the children
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Anatomical Drawings
Thought to be less inherently suggestible
than anatomical dolls
Do not serve a dual purpose

Not associated with play

Interviewers should be able to articulate the
purpose for using anatomical drawings
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Anatomical Drawings
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Anatomical Drawings

Uses:
El 1 cit chil dds names f ol
Clarify verbal accounts

Provides evidentiary information



; Drawing used as
an anatomical
model
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Anatomical Drawings

Child should be able to make a
representational shift (symbolic
representation)

The interviewer should have a process for
Introducing and using the drawings
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Anatomical Drawings - Criticisms

Limited research evaluating effectiveness

Studied ability to elicit new information,
rather than clarifying new information

Diagrams associated with new information

Also elicited false information, especially
when paired with direct questions
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Anatomical Drawings - Criticisms

Interviewers often use direct questions
when diagrams introduced

Interviewers who use body drawings early in
the interview can be criticized for
suggesting that sexual themes are expected
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Anatomical Drawings

Recommendations for use:

Exhaust verbal responses before
Introducing drawings

Clarify location of touch that has already
spontaneously been reported

Follow - up direct yes/no questions with
open - ended questions to gather details
about what happened before, during, and
after the event
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Facilitated/Event Drawing
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1 Child drew layout
of house where
abuse occurred
and knife used
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Facilitated/Event Drawing

Allows children to generate their own
retrieval cues

May make children more comfortable

Research shows drawing and talking
|l ncreases chil do#®about s pol

both true and false events

Context when children asked to draw
Important

Used with school - age children with
appropriate guestioning techniques appears
to aid children in recalling and reporting
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Facilitated/Event Drawing

Event Drawing:

Chi | dds f
would have her

Sit next to him

so he could

fondle her while
watching TV

(The Sexual
Exploitation of
Children by Seth L.
Goldstein)
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Facilitated /Event Drawing

Event Drawing:

Chi |l dds f a
made her come

Into his bedroom

and rub his

genitals under the
towel he was
wearing N

(The Sexual Exploitation of
Children by Seth L.
Goldstein)
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Anatomical Dolls
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Anatomical Dolls

Functions

yEl't ci ting chil
body parts (model)

; Clarify verbal accounts
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Anatomical Dolls - Clarifying

Demonstration Aid:

Many children have difficulty in verbally
describing the spatial relations of sexual
positioning

Childrends reports of
contradictory or inconceivable due to
limitations in their descriptive abllities

Demonstrate vaginal, oral, or anal penetration
and/or body positioning
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Anatomical Dolls- Process for Use

The interviewer should have a process for
Introducing and using the dolls:
Should be introduced after the child has
made a verbal disclosure of abuse
(demonstration aid)
Child should be specifically told that the

dolls are not toys and that they are not to
be played with
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Anatomical Dolls- Process for Use

Present the doll/s fully clothed to the child

Depending on the age of the child, have the
child identify the gender of the doll/s

Briefly review anatomy on the dolls

Determine whether or not the child is able
to make a representational shift
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Anatomical Dolls- Process for Use

Should not generally be used In
Interviewing children under the age of 4

Depending on the age of the child,
determine If you should use one doll rather
than two or more

Offer the doll/s to the child and ask her to
oshowod you what happene:

Have the child verbalize what she is
oOshowi ngo



@ The National Children’s Advocacy Center

May introduce an element of play, pretend, or
fantasy into the interview

Introduction early in the interview may be
considered overly suggestive because they
communicate that the interviewer is expecting
conversation about sexual issues

Failing to follow - up on sexual demonstration with
clarifying questions

Preschoolers may not yet be cognitively capable of
using dolls to represent themselves (Pool & Lamb,
1998)



